Greenhouse Program for Jewish and Arab Women Documentary Filmmakers
Third Seminar, February 10-14, 2019, Jerusalem
Pitching Forum February 26, 2019 Tel –Aviv
We are happy to report that on Thursday February 14, 2019, the third seminar of the 2018/19 Greenhouse
Women Program came to an end. The seminar took place in the Mt. Zion Hotel in Jerusalem. Thirteen
participants from across Israel concluded a five-day workshop, in which they worked on their documentary film
projects, including: an inside look at the only children's prison in Israel; the dark secret that completely
changed the life of a happy Hungarian family; the story of a convenience store owner in Hurfeish, a Druze
town in the Northern District of Israel, whose life demonstrates the loneliness experienced by the women
in the community and the restrictions on their lives; a Muslim filmmaker, who pretended to be Jewish all
her life in order to fit in, on a quest to discover her identity; and more.

The focus of the seminar was to work on the trailers of the participants' films, to be presented at the pitching
forum that concludes the program cycle. For five intensive days the filmmakers worked with leading film
editors: Aliza Esquira, Ori Derdikman, Itamar Alcalay, Yael Badarshi and Sara Salomon. The Greenhouse staff
and the three program mentors, Vidi Bilu, Noit Geva and Ibtisam Mara'ana-Menuhin, continued to monitor and
support the participants' progress and also worked with them during the time leading up to the pitching forum.
On the seminar's fourth day, the filmmakers participated in a pitching workshop, led by Israeli filmmaker and
distributor Yariv Mozer (Invisible Men), who guided the filmmakers on how to improve their pitching and
presentation skills.

On February 26th, 2019, the filmmakers presented the fruits of their labor, in a pitching forum that took place in
Tel Aviv, in front of a panel made up of Israeli commissioning editors and an audience made up of NFCT
supporters, producers and other esteemed guests. The panel members were: Mr. Guy Lavie (Yes Docu), Ms.
Edit Pinkas (Channel 8), Ms. Inbal Petel (Kan – the Israeli Public TV), Mr. Oren Gazit (Reshet, Channel 13), Ms.
Philippa Kowarsky (renowned producer and distributor, Cinephil), Mr. Liran Atzmor (leading producer), Mr. Arik
Bernstein (leading producer) and Mr. Ron Goldman (NFCT Artistic Director). The event was moderated by Mr.
Sinai Abt, formerly Artistic Director of DocAviv IFF and Director of Channel 8 and Kan Public TV.
The event was a great success and the projects raised a lot of interest and gained some wonderful feedback
from the panel members. The filmmakers are currently conducting follow-up meetings with the panel members
to receive more in-depth feedback and prepare their applications and are also meeting with several producers
and other potential investors. The filmmakers will also receive feedback from the NFCT staff so they can be well
prepared to apply to the fund for a production grant.
We are also happy to inform you that thanks to the generous support of EMID Matanel that works to advance a
multi-cultural dialogue within Israeli society, each of the graduating filmmakers will receive a development
grant in order to assist them to further develop their film projects and be more prepared for the enormous
competition there is for production grants.
We wish the filmmakers the best of luck as they continue to work on their important film projects and as always
we will continue to guide them and support their work.
The NFCT and Greenhouse Women team are extremely grateful to those who have made this program
possible: The Dobkin Family Foundation, The Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, the U.S. Embassy Israel, The JWF of the
Greater Palm Beaches, the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, EMID/Matanel and Anat Kerem Angel.
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