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Please present your activity report according to the following lines. The whole rapport 
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Name of the Program: WomanFilms Documentary Hub 

 

Year of activity: 2021-2022 

 

Name of the report's writer: Ms. Irit Shimrat 

 

Function of the report's writer: Director of International Relations and WomanFilms 

Program Director 

 

Mail:  irit@nfct.org.il    Phones: 03-5220909 

 

 

Give the actually state of the program (where the program stands at the date of the 

activity report, no more than ten lines): 

 

The 8th cycle of WomanFilms Documentary Hub that began in October 2021, ended 

with a pitching event, which took place on June 2nd 2022, in the framework of the 

Docaviv International Film Festival. After the concluding event, the NFCT issued a 

new call for applications, for the 9th cycle. The deadline was July 3rd. We received 60 

applications, which are being reviewed by an external selection committee. The 

committee will submit its recommendations for the applications that will move on to 

the next level, out of which the NFCT and WomanFilms team will select those 

filmmakers which will be invited to a presentation, after which the final cohort of 9 

projects will be decided upon. By the end of August, we will know the identity of the 

new participants and the first program workshop will take place in October 2022.  

 

The main achievements during the last year of activity (main achievements, number 

of events, number of participants, etc.): 

WomanFilms is a one-year program. Each year, the NFCT selects a new cohort made 

up of nine women filmmakers, who each work on the development of their 

documentary projects. The filmmakers participate in three 5-day workshops spanning 

a period of approx. eight months. The participants of the last cohort were 

accompanied by three leading women mentors: Vidi Bilu, Noit Geva and Jasmine 

Kainy. The three workshops this year included lectures and master classes by leading 

film professionals, encompassing different aspects of the documentary filmmaking 

process – from research, through production, cinematography, film directing, how to 

pitch a project and trailer editing. The program this year hosted professionals such as 

Prof. Dan Geva, a documentary filmmaker, theorist and lecturer; EMMY Award-

winning filmmaker Ms. Maya Zinshtein (Forever Pure, 'Til Kingdom Come); 
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Award-winning director and producer Barak Heymann (Mr. Gaga, Comrade Dov, 

High Maintenance); Documentary filmmaker, cinematographer and artist Ohad 

Milstein (Summer Nights, Week 23); Soundtrack editor Rotem Dror and composer 

and musician Didi Erez; Director and producer Tal Barda (The Wonderful Kingdom 

of Papa Alaev, Women of Valor, 100 Million Views, and her newest series currently 

on Kan 11 Case 512 about the heads of organized crime in Israel); Award-winning 

director and producer Hilla Medalia (The Oslo Diaries, Leftover Women, The 

Reason Why, Dancing in Jaffa); a pitching workshop with leading producer and 

filmmaker Liran Atzmor (Presenting Princess Shaw, The Law in These Parts). The 

filmmakers worked on their trailers for the pitching forum with leading film editors: 

Morris Ben Mayor, Ayala Bengad, Aliza Esquira, Gal Goffer and Yoav Gurfinkel. 

The pitching event took place in collaboration with the Docaviv International Film 

Festival on Thursday, June 2, 2022. During the event the filmmakers presented the 

fruits of their labor, in front of an audience made up of NFCT partners and supports, 

producers and other guests and received feedback from a panel made up of Israeli 

commissioning editors and other industry professionals:  

Mr. Guy Lavie (Yes Docu), Ms. Rinat Klein (Hot 8), Ms. Gili Gaon (Kan – the Israeli 

Public TV), Ms. Galia Bador (Director of Docaviv IFF), Mr. Ron Goldman (NFCT 

Artistic Director) and Lisa Shiloach-Uzrad (former Executive Director of the Israel 

Film Fund and an Executive Producer). The projects raised a lot of interest and the 

panel provided very useful feedback. After the event, the participants received notice 

of EMID/Matanel's generous support of further development funds to each of the 

graduates, which they will all use in order to further improve their production 

applications. Following the event, the commissioning editors set up meetings with a 

few of the program graduates to receive more information and decide whether they 

would like to offer them support. The NFCT will continue to monitor these processes 

and assist the filmmakers in raising production funds. The NFCT also offered 

extended development support to one graduate – Tamar Golan - A Mystery in White –

by Emmanuelle Mayer. 

Unfortunately, our ninth participant had to drop out just before the third workshop, 

due to severe personal issues. She was at the event and joined us for the concluding 

meeting. We will remain in contact with her and of course assist her if and when she 

chooses to continue her work. 

 

The evaluation (methodology, results, comparisons with the precedent year, 

conclusions for the future…):  

After each workshop the participants are given anonymous feedback forms to fill out 

about every aspect of the program (from the mentorship provided, to lectures, master 

classes and the general organization of the activities). The program team reviews 

these forms after each workshop and discusses the feedback in a concluding meeting 

before commencing a new program cycle. The overall feedback was excellent. Every 

year we introduce changes and additions based on these forms, as well as the team's 

overall experience throughout the years. Our main conclusion at the start of this 

cohort was that we must find a way to assist Arab-Palestinian filmmakers, who 

typically come to us with significantly less experience than their Jewish colleagues. 

Seeing as this is a development program for full length documentary films, one of the 

requirements is to either be a film school graduate (with a final film project) and/or 

have enough experience in leading positions either as a director of shorts or as a 

producer/editor/cinematographer. Please see the enclosed document for information 

on what we did differently this year in this respect.  
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In terms of success indicators, the NFCT measure the selection of appropriate 

participants, who are talented filmmakers with a strong film project proposal and from 

diverse backgrounds across Israel; Percentage of participants, who successfully 

complete the program; Increased skills, knowledge and access to resources among 

women filmmakers; Percentage of completed films; Film festival acceptances, 

awards, positive reviews, and exposure of the films; Perceived effectiveness of the 

training program among the participants and eventually the number of program 

graduates who continue to make films after completing the film they worked on 

during the program.  

To date there have been eight cycles of the program and 14 films have been 

successfully completed, with many more in various stages of production. This is a 

very high completion rate for a development program, by international standards too. 

These films participated in international festivals, were broadcast on TV and are often 

used for educational purposes. Our growing community of filmmakers includes 83 

talented artists who have graduated the program. 

Please find enclosed a program presentation, which includes new features and 

collaborations, as well as a section about Arab-Palestinian participants and the 

NFCT's work towards advancing filmmakers specifically from the Arab communities 

in Israel.  

 

Provisional guide lines for the advancement of the program in the next year: 

 

A summary table – as PDF document – specifying the progress in the program since 

the beginning of the encouragement by EMID according to the main parameters and 

objectives such as the number of events: the number of participants: the number of 

beneficiaries. 

 

Please join the Evaluation Report, the Financial Report and the list of the participants 

to the program, if relevant (as PDF documents). 

 

Please join photos – as photos – and any link or any other document connected to the 

program which will seems to you relevant – as PDF document.   

 

 


