
 
 

 
Greenhouse Women Program - 2018 Projects:  
 
72/Samira Haj Yahya  
The film presents the growing violence within the Arab society in Israel, which has turned into an epidemic, 
affecting the lives of hundreds of innocent people. Most murder victims are killed by automatic weapons, 
smuggled by criminal forces from the Israeli army. These weapons have increased the number of Arab victims. 
The film will focus on several characters whose lives have become a living hell due to this phenomenon.  
Samira lives in Taybeh, an Arab city in central Israel. She is a widow and mother of two. After working for years 
as a school secretary, she decided to studied communications and for the past few years has worked as a radio 
reporter for a local station called A-Shams and also teaches communications in middle schools in her 
community.   
 
Boys on Probation/Neta Pat  
The film follows two women, whose life circumstances brought one to give birth to four children for whom she 
could not care, so much so that she was ultimately sentenced to time in prison on abuse charges; and the other, 
who barely managed to bring one child into the world, but would foster the first woman's four children. The film 
is told from the point of view of the filmmaker – who is an attorney and whose first case was to be the public 
defender of these four kids.  
Neta lives in Yavne, she is a lawyer and she also graduated the Sam Spiegel Film School's Script-Writing 
Department. She worked for the Public Defender's office, specializing in the High Court of Justice. She also 
worked in the Ofek Prison for youth and owns a legal-therapeutic center for youth and their families. She 
created two short films about the legal system that were screened in numerous legal conventions in Israel and 
around the world. Neta also volunteers in schools and boarding schools in the framework of a program to 
prevent youth delinquency and in Bayit Cham, a non-profit that aims to provide a safe and warm place for 
people struggling with a variety of challenges related to their emotional health.   
 
Do You Remember your Daughter?/Maayan Kapach   
When Shiri was 4-years-old she was sexually abused by her uncle over a long period of time. The complex 
implications of this experience on Shiri's life are exposed through her therapy sessions. This is a journey aimed 
at breaking the silence and healing the trauma, fear and guilty feelings Shiri still contends with, while trying to 
repair her relationship with her parents and with herself.  
Maayan grew up in Kfar Saba and has a BA in Photography from the Bezalel Academy for Arts and Design in 
Jerusalem. Her short film "Shudia" won the first place at the student pitching forum in the 2017 DocAviv 
International Film Festival. Maayan showcased her works at a collective exhibition titled "MizrachAshkenaz" 
at the Tel Aviv Artists House and another one of her pieces is on show at the permanent exhibition of the 
Magistrate Court in Jerusalem. Maayan works as a film editor. 
 
Goldfish/Liraz Pank   
A rare documentation of the psychotherapy process the beautiful Lia is undergoing. Lia is trying to exit the vicious 
cycle of prostitution and addiction. Lia is a transgender, who was born as a boy by the name of Arieh and survived 
a traumatic childhood. Her biggest dream is to become a singer, but she is also still clinging on to one of Arieh's 
dreams – to meet the famous Israeli kids' idol Michal Yanai and become a mermaid like her (a character for which 
she is known).   
Liraz lives in Ramat Gan with her two children. She graduated the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in 
Jerusalem and is an artist, photographer, photography teacher and Shiatzu therapist. Her photography works 
have been showcased in the Tel Aviv Museum of Arts and in many galleries. She established an organization 
for women who want to exit the world of prostitution called "Turning the Tables."    
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Heroines/Michal Warshai   
After losing her husband Uri Shelef, the legendary coach of the HaPoel Tel Aviv Basketball team, his wife, Tamar, 
mother of two, manages to pick up and carry on thanks to the neighborhood netball team. Michal, the filmmaker, 
is on the team as well. She is a cancer survivor. The two find common ground. This is a film about friendship, 
losses and wins – on the sports field and on the bigger field – life.  
Michal lives in Tel Aviv and has two children. She is an actor and script-writer and teaches script-writing at the 
Beit Berl and Kibbutzim colleges. She says she is the worst netball player on the team. She has worked on 
documentary film productions for years, but only after joining the team she found the unique story she wanted 
to tell.  
 
Like a Guava/Dafna Friedlander  
This short documentary is a portrait of a woman in her sixties who suffers from Bipolar Disorder and hoarding, 
told from her daughter's point of view. This is a woman people look away from on the street, whose family and 
friends feel embarrassed by, but through the "ugly" images comes a truth and humanity that is relevant to us all. 
Dafna grew up in the Hadassim Boarding School and today lives on a commune in Nahariya that promotes 
cultural activities in the periphery. She graduated the Trabut School for Arts and Culture and is currently a 
student at the Beit Berl College, studying Education and Literature.  
 
Made According to God's Will/Sigal Emanuel  
The film opens up Pandora's Box, touches the most sensitive nerves and attempts to enter the holy grail of the 
Jewish Orthodox community. This is a community with very strict rules, where there is no place for anything out 
of the norm. In order to become part of society, one must give up a part of oneself and put on a mask. The choices 
people from a religious community make may result in their losing a significant part of their lives –their families, 
their communities or even themselves. 
Sigal graduated the Camera Obscura Film School in Tel Aviv. She is a religious single mom, who lives in Rehovot 
and is questioning and exploring her sexual identity. For the past 18 years she has been running a business 
that produces family and memorial films. She also makes behind the scenes films for various feature film 
productions, theater shows and festivals. Her first film, "A Place of Her Own" won the Best Debut Film at the 
2011 DocAviv International Film Festival and was subsequently screened at many more film festivals.   
 
Malka in Jerusalem/Dana Hacohen  
The film follows the director's aunt Malka (which means queen in Hebrew), who lives on her own in a building in 
Jerusalem that she owns, surrounded by her neighbors - a weird and wonderful group of people, each of whom 
symbolizes in some ways, something which Malka experienced in her own life. Malka is a beautiful and majestic 
woman, adorned in shiny plastic jewelry. She used to be the queen of folk dancing in Jerusalem and fell in love 
with dance and subsequently with an Arab man for whom she left a husband, four kids and an extravagant house. 
And how does this fairy tale end? She stopped dancing, her lover left her and all she has left is her apartment 
building that is growing old with her. She won't sell it or even renovate it. And so, in the heart of a new 
neighborhood of high rising buildings, there's one old and dilapidated building, where the wretched live and their 
queen lives among them. 
Dana lives in Hadid, a village in central Israel. She is the mother of four children. She studied Script-Writing at 
Hasifa – the Open University's Communications Arts and Digital School and is a veteran producer of TV dramas, 
reality shows, kids' shows and documentaries. She was co-director on a series of short films about Jerusalem, 
produced in collaboration with the Polish Film School.  
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Nahariya Magica/Anat Vogman  
This is a story about the search for a place, a memory and an identity. The film follows the life of Ilan Wolff, a 
photographer from Nahariya (the northernmost coastal city in Israel), who takes pictures using the Camera 
Obscura technique (pinhole photography). Through him viewers will learn the story of the German Jewish 
immigrants to Israel and their dream of establishing a typical German Jewish agricultural colony in the heart of 
the Eastern Mediterranean.   
Anat graduated the Sam Spiegel Film School in Jerusalem and also the Communications Faculty at the Max 
Stern Yezreel Valley College. She lives in Haifa and has two boys. She works as a researcher and producer on 
many film projects. Anat participated in the social activism hum at Musrara – The Naggar Multidisciplinary 
School of Art and Society in Jerusalem. 
 
One of Us/Yasmine Bakria  
The film tells the story of Yasmin, the filmmaker, a Muslim Arab who grew up in a mixed Jewish-Arab town, within 
the Jewish community and was afraid to expose her identity. Throughout her high-school years she led a double 
life and went through an identity crisis, fearing being caught and perceived as different. To her friends, she was 
Jewish. At home she was a Muslim. She always heard kids around her refer to Arabs as terrorists and all she cared 
about was to feel that she was like everyone else, so when asked, she would say that she is of Moroccan, Iraqi or 
Turkish origin. She even put a (empty) Mezuzah on her door and participated in Shabbat ceremonies at school. 
Her family thought it was a phase and that it would pass. Then, one day, she witnessed a terrorist attack in the 
West Bank and things got more complicated for her. They are to this day.  
Yasmin lives in Ramla, a mixed Jewish-Arab town in central Israel. She shares an apartment with a single 
mother. She studied Film and Communications and Journalism at the Tel Aviv University and also studied radio 
and radio announcing at Hasifa – the Open University's Communications Arts and Digital School. She is a 
filmmaker, actor, journalist and mediator and worked on many TV and radio shows. She teaches a course on 
the role of Israeli media in the Arab society and was also one of Israel's representatives to the UN in the 2014 
peace talks in Geneva. She was the spokesperson and media advisor for a humanitarian mission to South Africa 
and also established a program to promote the use of Arabic within Israeli society.   
 
 
Silence/Shir Newman  
Oded (62) grew up in an Ashkenazi family, but always felt out of place. He and his daughter decide to set out on 
a journey to reveal his roots. They trace the story of Oded's biological mother, who came to Israel from Iraq and 
fought for the right to keep her son until he was taken away from her and put up for adoption. They also learn 
of the oppressions his adoptive mother suffered. The stories of the two women are intertwined, exhibiting a 
portrait of Israeli society, when the tragedy of one, is the triumph of the other.   
Shir is a photographer, the fourth generation of a family of photographers. She is a 28-year-old gay filmmaker 
and social activist, who graduated the Film, Communications and Education department at the Kibbutzim 
College in Tel Aviv. She lives with her partner in Jaffa. Shir believes in social change via art and culture, creates 
gender-breaking artwork through her fanzine "Bush" and works with gay at-risk youth. Her final project for 
film school titled "Amnon and Tamar" won awards at many festivals in Israel and internationally.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Space/Shorok Bader  
Wattafah Canaan is a Druze divorcee and single mother of two. She represents a new model of a Druze woman, 
both liberal and traditional at the same time. She is also leading a feminist revolution in her community, breaking 
traditional conventions and presenting a new role model for Druze women. The film will enter her world and 
take viewers on an exciting and powerful journey between worlds, an identity crisis and religious coercion. The 
film will explore the ways a Druze woman can use to overcome the oppression mechanisms used by the 
conservative Druze community and create a new reality for young women in the community.  
Shuruk is a filmmaker, who grew up in the Druze town of Hurfeish in the Northern District of Israel and 
currently lives in Ramat Gan. She has a BA in Communications from the Max Stern Yezreel Valley College. She 
works as a researcher and content supervisor for Arab-language youth TV shows and for i24news. She 
volunteers in a youth center in Hurfeish and in Access Israel, a non-profit aimed at accessibility and improving 
the quality of life of people with disabilities and the elderly. She has also volunteered in other organizations, 
including the Rothschild Caesarea Foundation.  

 
Who does this Child Resemble?/Luca Seres  
After Yolen exposes a dark secret from her past, that her 31-year-old son Danny isn't her partner Atillah's 
biological son, Atillah decides to revenge Yolen for a life of deceit and sues her and her lover for the money he 
spent raising a child who isn't his own. The happy and tight-knit family is torn apart, until Lutza, the middle child, 
finds out that she is pregnant and takes it upon herself to reunite the family before she gives birth.  
Lutza immigrated to Israel from Hungary in 2009, after completing her Communications studies. She holds an 
MFA in Film from the Tel Aviv University. Her short film, "My Naked Friends" came in second in the Docu-
Challenge Competition (for short documentaries made in a very short timeframe). Her final project for film 
school followed the life of a Syrian refugee, who is given asylum in Hungary. The film was supported by Channel 
8. She works as a cinematographer and film editor and is expecting her first child.   

 
 
 

 


