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WomanFilms Documentary Hub for Women Filmmakers in Israel
First Workshop, December 20-24, 2020, Tel Aviv

We are happy to report that, despite the pandemic, we managed to launch the seventh cycle of the
WomanFilms Documentary Hub. On Sunday, December 20, 2020, nine filmmakers gathered at
Neve Schechter – the Contemporary Jewish Culture and Arts Center in Tel Aviv.
For five intensive days, the filmmakers worked with the program's staff and three leading mentors,
all prominent filmmakers themselves: Vidi Bilu, Noit Geva and Jasmine Kainy. Each filmmakers was
assigned to one of the mentors, who in total will accompany three projects over the course of the
next months. Together, they developed their ideas, film themes, protagonists and cinematic
language.
Part of the activities also took place at the French Institute in Tel Aviv, courtesy of our kind partners
there.
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The filmmakers also enjoyed lectures and master-classes by prominent film professionals:
Dr. Dan Geva, a documentary filmmaker, theorist and lecturer. Dr. Geva screened clips from Israeli
and international titles, in order to discuss four different points of view documentary directors can
choose to use to tell their stories.
EMMY Award-winning filmmaker Ms. Maya Zinshtein (Forever Pure, 'Til Kingdom Come), who
discussed the director's role as a researcher of her film themes and protagonists. Ms. Zinshtein
gave examples from the very different researches she conducted for both her feature films, the
different approaches she used to find the right way to convey the narrative of her films, , the
importance of connecting with one's protagonists and how to conduct an interview.
Over the course of the workshop, we took
great care in adhering to the health
guidelines, however half way through our
workshop, when we were notified that the
group had been exposed to a verified Covid19 patient, we decided to move the rest of the
activities to Zoom.

From the safety of their homes, the filmmakers watched WomanFilms graduate film Wall by
filmmaker Ms. Moran Ifergan and then participated in a master-class with her, during which she
discussed the development process the project underwent in our program, the same process the
new cohort will undergo too and the production and distribution of the film.
On the workshop's final day, we held a presentations session, via Zoom, during which each
filmmaker presented her project to the entire group, in order to receive feedback from the staff,
the other mentors and our guests: NFCT Executive Director, Ms. Dorit Inbar and program
supporters Ms. Anat Kerem-Angel and Ms. Judith Stelmach, from the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
After the workshop, the filmmakers were given assignments to work on in the coming months
leading to our second workshop, which will take place in mid-February – either in a hotel outside of
Tel Aviv or in the city/Zoom, depending on the state of the pandemic in Israel.
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Neve Schechter is located in a beautiful Templar building that
has undergone preservation. It has a colorful and fascinating
history and is situated on the seam line between the Neve
Tzedek neighborhood and the Florentine neighborhood in Tel
Aviv.
The cohort enjoyed the catering services of the in-house
café, Lorentz and Mintz - a Parisian style café with a touch of
the Galilee, run by Chef Nili Cohen Mintz.
The filmmakers benefited greatly from this intense week,
dedicated entirely to their projects, away from daily chores
and family life. Immersing themselves in the dialogue created
with their personal mentors and with their peers, allowed
them to delve into their film projects and start contending
with the various challenges they will present, in a peaceful
and welcoming atmosphere.
We wish the filmmakers much success as they continue to work on their film projects, and
wholeheartedly thank our partners and supporters for enabling this wonderful program to exist!
WomanFilms Documentary Hub, the NFCT

